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Abstract
With rapid economic growth, most cities experience uncontrolled development resulting in decay especially on their
historic cores. A city’s historic center is the heart of its urban identity, therefore once it is abandoned, city’s identity 
tends to diminish, too. As a result, urban regeneration projects with a focus of urban preservation for historical city 
centers gain crucial importance to save this identity. This study investigates the highly recognized World Heritage 
List of UNESCO with the case of Melaka, Malaysia in order gain a perspective for Tire, Turkey for a successful 
urban preservation project.
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1. Introduction
After the second half of 20th century, either due to the end of World War II and new job opportunities, or being 
a popular touristic destination, some cities rapidly grew leading to decentralization and abandonment of historic city 
cores. This situation brought up a need for urban regeneration and historic preservation in the scale of an urban 
neighborhood. Historic city centers have an important role in cities’ identities and therefore urban territories with 
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historical significance and cultural heritage should be handled very delicately by conserving and regenerating at the 
same time forming a bridge between the past and the future. 
In this study, Melaka, a small city with a rich cultural and historical significance in Malaysia will be investigated. 
Melaka’s roots go back to 1500’s and include Malaysian, Dutch, Portuguese and British influences. In the beginning 
of 2000’s it went under a comprehensive urban regeneration and was selected to enter UNESCO’s list in 2008. On 
the other hand Tire is a small town LQ ø]PLU 7XUNH\ ZLWK D VLJQLILFDQW KLVWRULFDO EDFNJURXQG DQG LW KDV PDQ\
resemblances with Melaka. Tire’s historic city center is also on the verge of an urban regeneration and at the start of 
a long path to UNESCO heritage list. UNESCO is a recognized and distinguished authority about cultural heritage 
and conservation having a selected list of World Heritage Sites. This paper examines the criteria of UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites and the steps of urban regeneration within this process deeply in Melaka case leading to a rough 
guide for Tire. In the light of this information, suggestions will be made for Tire’s historic city center in order for it 
to be eligible for UNESCO World Heritage Sites List and perform a more successful historic center regeneration 
with the recognition it gets. 
2. UNESCO World Heritage Site
A World Heritage Site is a place or an area which has outstanding universal value and is listed by the United 
Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO, 2008). It is internationally accepted that 
heritage sites with significant importance should be protected in order to prevent the loss of cultural and natural 
heritage all over the world. Therefore Convention Concerning the Protection of the World’s Cultural and Natural 
Heritage, which has articles about selection and protection of the world heritage sites, was accepted in the General 
Conference of UNESCO in 1972. The world heritage sites selected according to this convention, gains not only a 
high prestige for the countries but also physical, social and economical benefits and as a result, high amounts of hard 
worked applications prepared by state parties to enter the World Heritage List are handed in to World Heritage 
Centre.
A cultural heritage is described by UNESCO as one of the followings: 
Monuments: architectural works, works of monumental sculpture and painting, elements or structures of an 
archaeological nature, inscriptions, cave dwellings and combinations of features, which are of outstanding universal 
value from the point of view of history, art or science;
Groups of Buildings: groups of separate or connected buildings which, because of their architecture, their 
homogeneity or their place in the landscape, are of outstanding universal value from the point of view of history, art 
or science;
Sites: works of man or the combined works of nature and man, and areas including archaeological sites which are of 
outstanding universal value from the historical, aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological point of view.
A natural heritage is described by UNESCO as one of the followings:
Natural Features consisting of physical and biological formations or groups of such formations, which are of 
outstanding universal value from the aesthetic or scientific point of view;
Geological and Physiographical Formations and precisely delineated areas which constitute the habitat of 
threatened species of animals and plants of outstanding universal value from the point of view of science or 
conservation;
Natural Sites or precisely delineated natural areas of outstanding universal value from the point of view of science,
conservation or natural beauty (UNESCO Convention Text, 1972).
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2.1. Selection Process of UNESCO World Heritage List
According to the convention it is obligatory for a site to meet at least one of these ten criteria in order to enter the 
WHL:
x to represent a masterpiece of human creative genius;
x to exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span of time or within a cultural area of the world, 
on developments in architecture or technology, monumental arts, town-planning or landscape design;
x to bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilization which is living or 
which has disappeared;
x to be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or technological ensemble or landscape which 
illustrates (a) significant stage(s) in human history;
x to be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, land-use, or sea-use which is representative of a 
culture (or cultures), or human interaction with the environment especially when it has become vulnerable under 
the impact of irreversible change;
x to be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and 
literary works of outstanding universal significance.
x to contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance;
x to be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth's history, including the record of life, significant 
on-going geological processes in the development of landforms, or significant geomorphic or physiographic 
features;
x to be outstanding examples representing significant on-going ecological and biological processes in the evolution 
and development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems and communities of plants and 
animals;
x to contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ conservation of biological diversity, 
including those containing threatened species of outstanding universal value from the point of view of science or 
conservation (UNESCO Operational Guidelines).
However, these ten aspects are not the only criteria for the world heritage list. Besides being an outstanding 
example of universal value, administration, preservation and the integrity are also effective for being chosen. 
Another issue is that the nominated site has to be in one of the countries that signed the World Heritage Convention. 
After a country submits a comprehensive application for World Heritage List after a long period of hard and 
complicated work, the World Heritage Committee (WHC) meets once per year to eliminate the applications. In this 
elimination process, International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) and the World Conservation Union 
(IUCN) give consultation to WHC. The World Heritage Committee itself is selected by member countries every two 
years. Once a site is selected to WHL, World Heritage Committee inspects the sites every six years to assure the 
sustainable preservation and maybe assist financially those countries that need it.
2.2. The Impacts of Entering the WHL
Countries are always ambitious about entering the WHL with their cultural heritage zones. Application process 
is a difficult and long journey but the monetary edges it brings is not always the reason for this ambition. Being on 
WHS doesn’t bring regular funding however it brings recognition, status and thus easy accessibility to conservation 
funds from UNESCO or other associations (Shackley, 2000).
Once a heritage site makes it to the UNESCO list, it becomes a world touristic attraction point. Increasing 
curiosity of people for different cultures results in increasing numbers of visitors to world heritage sites and this 
leads to a considerable contribution to the country’s economy. New job opportunities arise, the urban quality 
improves as well as the social life. With improved quality standards and better advertisement opportunities, tourist 
number increases even more and they tend to stay longer (Cros, 2007). This tourist flood and acknowledging ease 
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the process of sponsor seeking for the site once required. In this context, however it is important to balance the 
touristic activities’ effects and sustainable cultural heritage of the area.
Being on the WHL conjointly leads the way to political and ethnic acceptance (Leask, 2006). As mentioned 
before, UNESCO keeps track of the listed cultural heritage zone and reports the developments sporadically within 
the context of conservation. This results in a world conception of urban conservation and advancement of the 
regulations of preservation within the historic city centers. Well-developed urban regeneration projects for historical 
city centers come to life due to the cooperation of private sector and non-governmental organizations.
Once a cultural heritage zone is selected as a World Heritage Site, besides international recognition, local 
attention is drawn to social and cultural values of the urban area. As a result, instead of simply enjoying the physical 
aspects of the urban regeneration project, the residents generate self-attachment to the historical city center. In time, 
they start to participate in the preservation approach and adopt the outcomes. To be on the WHL certainly has 
political, social, economical and physical benefits.
3. Melaka Case
3.1. History of Melaka
Melaka, a historic city of the Straits of Malacca has more than five hundred years of trading and cultural 
interchanges between East and West within the Straits of Malacca. Asian and European influences have led the city 
to have a diverse heritage that's solid and abstract at the same time. With its government buildings, churches, 
squares and fortifications, Melaka demonstrates the first stages of this history originating within the fifteenth century 
Malay Sultanate and the Portuguese and Dutch periods starting within the early sixteenth century. (Unesco 2008)
Melaka’s roots go back to the fifteenth century Malacca Sultanate. It was under Portuguese colonization between 
1511-1641, after that, Dutch colonization takes place between 1641-1824 and finally comes the British era between 
1824-1957. In the sultanate period, Malacca was an urban society that was good at trading (Lim and Fernando,
2006). Unfortunately there are no built structures remaining from the Malacca Sultanate.
Melaka is divided by the Melaka River and the historic city center includes commercial, residential, 
governmental and religious buildings. The more central part of the world heritage site of Melaka is named as The 
Core Zone by the Historic Malacca Council (MBMB) and it consists of the settlement quarters, commercial zone 
and the Civic Zone. The Melaka River also divides this core zone (Harun and Ismail, 2011). Even though the 
Chinese influence is much felt at the historic city center, its identity has a more diverse culture reflected especially 
to public buildings such as government buildings, religious structures, ethnic quarters and daily life.
                    Fig. 1. Melaka, UNESCO WHS Zones (Google Maps)     Fig. 2. Melaka, UNESCO WHS (Harun and Ismail, 2011)
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Civic Zone lies on the east side of the Melaka River. This part is also referred to as Dutch Square or The Red 
Square and it includes some governmental buildings, churches, hospitals, other public buildings and a fort built in 
the Portuguese era in 16th century. After the Dutch took the city in 1641, they built St. Peter’s Church and Christ 
Church in 18th century. The Historic Residential and Commercial Zones are on the west side of Melaka River. This 
part consists of more than 600 properties, most significant of them being the shop houses which date back to 19th
century on Jonker Street (UNESCO, 2008).
Fig. 3. Dutch Square; Fig. 4. Jonker Street
3.2. Melaka’s Process of UNESCO Selection
The long and hard process of World Heritage listing for Melaka has first started in 1997 and the second 
application was made in 2004. UNESCO declined them each due to an incomplete application. A positive result of 
this decline happened to be the Malaysian authorities’ eagerness to set a preservation ethic throughout the town, 
with ongoing conservation and revitalization projects at the time of nomination, to create an incentive for 
preservation in the historic urban area. It is a clear fact that at this pre-submission process UNESCO has the biggest 
chance to influence the scope and approach to preservation ethic and management.
After the first attempt to enter the WHS in 1997, it was decided to generate a model project for a characteristic 
building type as a response to UNESCO suggestions. A conservation project was developed and conducted by the 
National Heritage Agency at 8 Heeren Street in the core zone. The aim of this successful implementation was to 
prove how shophouses can be preserved in their original styles and also can be given new functions (Williams, 
2010). The model project is in response to the rapid loss of this particular building type in the conservation zone of 
Melaka. It aims to demonstrate how early shophouses can be restored to high levels of authenticity yet also be 
adapted successfully to new uses. It is a direct response to Elizabeth Vines’ [UNESCO] report which specifically 
recommends that a model project be initiated. It aims to be a positive contribution to Melaka’s bid for World 
Heritage Listing (Badan Warisan, 2002). This Project was completed in 2002 but officially opened in 2005, showing 
a perfect example for the usage of conventional materials and it set an example for the future projects. Today, 
visitors to the historic city center can still visit it in assistance of local guides (Hashimah and Ismail, 2011). The 
shop house Project at 8, Heeren Street was not only a milestone for Malaysia’s cultural heritage preservation, it was 
also a successful application of physical conservation which was concerned with the sense of place at the same time. 
This shop house was a hopeful beginning for an effective preservation process with the use of methods and 
approaches unique to this place. Some comments from the 2008 UNESCO listing decision are as follows:
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Fig. 5. & Fig. 6. Shophouses
“The integrity of the nominated areas in both towns is related to the presence of all the elements necessary to 
express their Outstanding Universal Value. The properties have retained their authenticity; listed monuments and 
sites have been restored with appropriate treatments regarding design, materials, methodologies, techniques and 
workmanship, in accordance with conservation guidelines and principles. The protective measures for the properties 
are adequate. Both towns exhibit a generally acceptable state of conservation, although efforts are required to ensure 
the conservation of shophouses. The management plans and structures are adequate, and can be enhanced through 
the continuing conservation programs of the State Party.
Requests the State Party to:
x Submit a comprehensive conservation plan dealing with all the buildings and its schedule for implementation in 
both cities;
x Develop measures for decreasing motor traffic; Ϯ
x Improve the definition of key indicators for monitoring the architectural heritage components”(UNESCO, 2008).
With the influence of Heeren Number 8, Jonker Street also started to revitalize the traditional shophouses it has. 
With The Control of Rent (Repeal) Act 1997 (Act 572), the rents had increased and many of the old tenants being 
unable to pay, had to move out. Lim (2004) contends that in Malacca the repeal has had a detrimental effect 
especially on the artisans and tradesmen who had been operating in the old town. Some had either ceased operating 
or shifted elsewhere out of the area (Wan Ismail and Shamsuddin, 2005). Deep researches were done for the 
shophouses before the actual restoration process started in 2001. The projects were sensitive to remain loyal as much 
as possible to the original styles of the buildings. The new tile layers of the courtyard for instance were removed to 
expose the original layer. Some of the rotten timber pieces were replaced from the leftover from the Cheng Hoon 
Teng Temple restoration project. The timber replacements were cut carefully to resemble the original pieces. The 
building is currently used as a heritage preservation information centre (Wan Ismail and Shamsuddin, 2005). Some 
shophouses have undergone function changes such as the Geographer Café in the corner building in Jonker Street, 
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Malacca. It successfully converted to a restaurant with the process of adaptive re-use. Even though, there is an 
overwhelming tourist flood to Jonker Street on weekends, the influence of UNESCO has transformed the city into a 
successful preservation project with economic, social and physical benefits.
However the archeological remains on the Civic Zone of the core zone had a rather unsuccessful process in 
terms of heritage preservation. A Famosa is a fort built by the Portuguese on the side of Melaka River in the 16th
century and it is one of the oldest European historical remains in Asia. It was almost fully demolished during the 
British colonization in 1806. In November 2006, when the construction process for Taming Sari, a revolving tourist 
tower, had started, a part of the fort, thought to be the Middelsburgh Bastion, was discovered on the side of Melaka 
River (Williams, 2010). Actually, it was not unexpected because there was some documentary evidence that the fort 
existed at that point. 
Fig. 7. Geographer Café Exterior
Fig. 8. Geographer Café Interior
After this discovery, Culture, Arts and Heritage ministry funded a project that was not such a correct action when 
it comes to heritage conservation; they decided to rebuild a part of this fort based on a design not so reliable. They 
also used some materials without further investigating the original state of the fort. Dr Siti Zuraina said the 
department had requested a special budget allocation from the Cabinet as the project was expected to be costly. 
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Presently, the department is using documents and paintings of the fort dating back to 1512 to determine its 
dimensions and design, but may require further documents from overseas sources. ‘We might study the Galle Fort, 
which is fully intact in Sri Lanka, as it is a good example of how the fort would look like because they both share a 
similar history,’ she added (Mathews, 2007). Archaeologists and other experts may not be sure if interpretations or 
reconstruction based on artist impressions may be the way to go. Even if laterite blocks were to be obtained from the 
outer islands or from surrounding hills, the nature of the original mortar needs to be analysed and replicated and 
work done manually in the old way and under the supervision of experts (Koh, 2007).
                       
Fig. 9. Actual Remains of the Fort; Fig. 10. Reconstructed A Famosa (Williams, 2011)
In short, authorities in Melaka chose to build a touristic attraction point rather than preserving the authenticity of 
the real heritage. Even though the discovery and excavation of A Famosa was done before the acceptance to WHL 
in 2008, the reconstruction was done after the acceptance and opened in 2010. UNESCO reports also indicate the 
existence of this archeological remains, however there is neither any objection nor suggestion for the chosen path 
(Williams, 2010). Today, the rebuilt fort displays a confusing point of attraction for tourists.
Even though there are some big mistakes done during the preservation process, Melaka is a successful project 
that lives dynamically in today and present the historical face of its diverse background at the same time. The town 
is embraced by both the visitors and locals. Melaka has become one of the necessary places to visit in Asian nation. 
Almost twenty five million tourists arrived in 2012, and it is expected to reach thirty six million traveler arrivals by 
year 2020 (Valderrama, 2014). It can easily be concluded that UNESCO has created the desired awareness and the 
economic, cultural and social improvement followed. Melaka is still continuing its development and with the 
benefits it gained, the future seems promising for the historic city center.
4. Tire Case
4.1. History of Tire
7LUHLVDVPDOOKLVWRULFDOWRZQORFDWHGNPVRXWKHDVWRIø]PLUFLW\FHQWHU(YHQWKRXJKLWLVXQNQRZQZKHQ7LUH
was established, its roots go back to Hittites in 2000 BC according to historical records. Consecutively, tire was 
ruled by Hittites, Phrygians, Lydians, Cimmerians and Pergamon Dynasty in the ancient times. It always had an 
important role in the history both as an administrative center and being on a vital transport network. After being 
ruled under Pergamon Dynasty for 150 years, the last Pergamon king left Tire to Romans. During the Roman period, 
Tire became a Christian city and so the city also has Christian heritage including some churches. When the Roman 
Empire was divided, Tire stayed on the Byzantine Empire representing a significant administrative center. Later at 
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the beginning of 14th &HQWXU\WLUHZDVXQGHU$\GÕQR÷XOODUÕUXOHXQWLOZKHQ$\GÕQR÷XOODUÕMRLQHd the Ottoman 
(PSLUH'XULQJWKH2WWRPDQ(PSLUHSHULRG7LUHZDVDSURYLQFLDOFDSLWDOWR$\GÕQSURYLQFHIRUDORQJWLPHdXOFX
2005). After the Ottoman Empire, Republic of Turkey was established in 1923 and Tire is a town of Izmir since 
then. 
As summarized above, Tire has a very diverse history influenced by many cultures and religions. It was always a 
trading center as well as an administrative center. As a result of this long history, most of the buildings that are 
under conservation or needs to be preserved are at least 700 years old. Tire was an important town in the region 
because it is close to Izmir, which was one of the largest ports of Turkey. Tire had been endowed with mosques, 
madrasahs, public soup-kitchens, caravansaries, shrines, baths and other social services, oriented buildings such as 
hans, bedestens, arastas and the shops that had been established by the foundations in the large cities between the 
end of the 14th century and the end of the 16th century. From the administrative point of view, Tire, which was the 
SURYLQFLDOFHQWHUDQGZDVUHODWHGWR/LYDRI$\GÕQLQWKDWSHULRGIURPWKHPLGGOHRIWKHWK century untill the 17th 
century (Çulcu, 2005).
4.2. Tire Historic City Center and Urban Preservation Studies
Tire has a significant history and therefore it possesses an important memory and place in the city’s identity. 
Bearing an undeniable heritage, Tire is also experiencing the decay almost all historic city centers go through after 
the industrial development. Most of the cultural heritage buildings in Tire that have an important place in the urban 
identity context are abandoned and destructed. The popularity is decreasing at some parts and therefore unsafe 
regions started to form.
Fig. 11. Kutu Han
Tire lies on an area of 792 km2, this study focuses on the historic city center bordered by Atatürk Road and 
)HY]LSDúD5RDGFRQVLVWLQJRIPDLQO\FRPPHUFLDODQGUHVLGHQWLDOVWUXFWXUHVDVZHOODVVRPHUHOLJLRXVEXLOGLQJV7KLV
historic city center also involves some abandoned and destroyed structures, however due to its commercial 
characteristic, the area is mostly lively. The old shops and houses are still used and this somewhat keeps the self 
attachment of locals to the urban site, however there are some irrelevant and illegal additions to the buildings and 
unplanned growth is still going on such as high parking buildings. These types of effects are damaging the urban 
identity and the cultural heritage sites.
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Fig. 12. Bedesten
There have been some conservation attempts of local authorities and they are still going on but still there is not a 
wholesome approach of urban regeneration to the historic center. Some restoration projects did more damage than 
good such as the restoration project of Tahtakale Bath. Irrelevant materials were used in this project and the new 
functions weren’t fitting the historically significant structure.
5. Conclusion
There is a big conservation plan for Tire that is approved by Tire Municipality with the aim of getting registered 
historic structures repaired and revitalized. Mostly focusing on the historic city center area, there is also a Design 
Guide for this Tire Conservation Plan that states consistent forms of structural elements such as façades, stairs, 
balconies, etc. Even though these plans has the goal of assigning new functions to the historical buildings and bring 
the area to life, most of the things that are done are limited with physical boundaries. Additionally, even though 
local residents seem to be involved in the decision making process on paper, they individually didn’t participate. 
The locals should be urgently involved in this urban revitalization process since it is their town and they will be the 
real users of the outcome. It is very important for them to embrace the changes and generate a self-attachment on the 
way to success. 
                                                      
Fig. 13 Tire Urban Conservation Plan (Tire Municipality)
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Tire, with its 7000 years of history, has what it takes to be a cultural heritage site on WHL. Having been a place 
of significant historical events and therefore possessing an outstanding universal value can get Tire afore mentioned 
benefits of being on UNESCO’s cultural heritage list like Melaka. 
In the past year, Tire government wanted to cooperate with universities in the city in order to revitalize the 
historical urban area in Tire (Tire Municipality). The universities started to work on some buildings with 
architecture students who have fresh perspectives and they suggested new functions to abandoned and decayed 
buildings. This is a new process, however it is mostly helping in theory. At this point, following Melaka and setting 
up a model project in a small area may gain a lot of recognition for Tire and UNESCO can have a solid progress to 
observe.
7KHUH LV D FRPPLVVLRQ IRUPHG WRSUHVHUYH7LUH LQ ø]PLU8QLYHUVLW\ DQG WKH\ DOUHDG\ DSSOLHG WR81(6&2 IRU
almost lost handcrafts of Tire (Izmir University). Besides, an application to WHL for the historic city center can 
bring a lot of recognition and therefore easier access to sponsors. The area is in search of funds in order to carry out 
the restoration projects. Another aspect is that if an organization such as UNESCO gets involved in the process, they 
can ethically influence this restoration process, so that the heritage preservation can properly be done and mistakes 
can be avoided from scratch. 
Lastly, being in WHL or in the process of making it to the list can attract many tourists and the area can benefit 
economically and socially. In this way, locals will personally interfere with the urban preservation project and the 
historic center will automatically be revived.
Masser defines urban heritage as an entity which we do not only want to pass from one generation to the next but 
DOVRVRPHWKLQJZHZDQW WREHQHILWDQGH[SHULHQFH WKRURXJKO\2UEDúOÕ8UEDQKHULWDJH LVZKDWGHILQHV WKH
identity of a city and once it starts to get destroyed, the identity of the urban area starts to diminish as well. For cities 
and towns that have a decaying urban historic city center, an urgent conservation project has to be planned that best 
fits the needs of the users. However, carrying out such urban preservation plans is a very complex process as well as 
an expensive procedure. A successful urban heritage site preservation should be part of an economic and social 
development plan which considers the urban site users’ ideas as an important input. As discussed throughout the 
paper, entering the UNESCO WHL brings a lot of recognition followed by easy access to sponsorship as well as a 
proper preservation process. UNESCO has a positive influence on the urban preservation process and responsible 
parties. 
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